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・英語ネイティブの著者による全編英文の
　日本語学概説書
・欧米の言語学の傾向と日本国内での日本
　語学・国語学の成果をともに取り入れる
・日本語学を学ぶ大学生や留学生，教える
　教員から日本語研究の成果を英語で発信
　したい方まで
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CHAPTER 1 Introduction

　

1.1　 ation

Where the Japanese ge comes from is one of the great  of not 
Japanese ing istics, b t historic ing istics as a who e. Whi e mos g ges of 
the w  can be gr  into rger ge   as Indo-E ropean, 
A ronesian or Afroasiatic, each sharing a common ancestor, there is to this day 
no  theory as regards the roots of Japanese.  for many years 
Japanese was considered to be a ge ate (a ge witho t a 
more recent rship ces Japanese in a ge  together with the 
R ges, spo en on the Amami and R to the far so th of 
K  and  spo en on   approximat  300 res 
so th of T yo. R  is  bro en down into So thern R  and 
Northern Ry , the former consisting of Macro-Yaeyama (Yonag i, or 

 and Yaeyama  and Miya o, and the atter consisting of awan and 
Amami.  of these R  ges are m  nt g  (§7 . 

iv y, Japanese, R  and Hachij  are own as the Japonic, or 
Japanese-R g
　Sever  dates have been proposed for the separation of Japonic into R
and Japanese, with the most recent rship  their separation in the 7th 

Fig. 1.1: Genealogical tree of Japonic languages
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202　　Chapter 7　Language Contact and Dialects

abandoned. Dialect  is, in its essence, a r  of the travels and inter-
actions of people from rent regions (or, in some cases, the lack thereof ) 
throughout history.
　Modern research shows us that there are two major  patterns for 
Japanese dialects. The rst is known as ABA  in the Japanese tradition, 
contagious  or the wave model in the Western. ABA  describes a 
state in which words are dispersed outwards from the cultural centre to peripheral 
regions in a wave-like pattern. In other words, when a new form A is coined in the 
cultural centre of Japan, it is gradually dispersed outwards until it reaches the edge 
of the Japanese archipelago. Eventually, A is replaced with a newer form B, which 
in turn works its way out into the peripheral regions, followed by C, D and so on, 
forming a ripple-like pattern outward from the centre. ABA  was origi-
nally proposed by the early 20th century ethnologist Yanagita Kunio (§8.12) when 
surveying the dialect forms for ‘snail’. He found that the dialect forms for snail 
formed a ve-tier system starting with deNdeNmuši, the newest form, in the Kinki 
region, followed by maimai in goku and katacumuri in Kan  and 
Shikoku, cuburi in most of K  and  and namekuji, the oldest 
form, in the southernmost regions of K  and northernmost regions of 

 Yanagita gave the name ron ‘peripheral zone theory’ to the 
phenomenon. A less complex example of ABA  can be observed in the 
dialect forms for ‘face’ (Fig. 7.8.1), where the form kao is observed in central regions 
and cura in peripheral regions (excluding Hokkaid  which was not colonized until 
relatively recently: §7.5). Both forms are used together in Kan  southern 
and northern K  A less common variant of ABA  is ABAB 
in which, after the forms A and B have been dispersed to peripheral regions, A is 
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